February 2018

Dear parents,
We are fully aware that in a test year, there is a lot of information to get
across in a ten minute parents’ evening slot next term. The key thing to
remember is that we are only half way through the year and have another 8
weeks of school time until the tests in May.
We are really proud of how far the children have come in three terms and
they continue to amaze us with their enthusiasm for learning. Their books
are bursting with all their hard work and we have a great evidence bank of
their knowledge and skills building up nicely should we get externally
moderated.
We have put this little booklet together to help support you and your child
further if you wish to help at home. We hope you find it useful.
Many thanks for your continued support,
Mrs Dawson and Miss McDonald

Reading standards in Year 2:

How can we help our children at home?
1. Hear your child read a range of books, not just their school books and help them
become more fluent, speedier readers who can sustain reading for 20 minutes.
2. Ask them questions before, during and after they have read. We have provided some
literal questions (the answers are on the page they are reading) and inference (they
have to read between the lines) on the next page to help when reading at home:

One of the objectives says ‘ read common exception words’ and another
says read ‘most words containing the common suffixes’ so we also provided
you with the lists that we assess against in class to use at home should you
wish:
Year 2 Common Exception Words Checklist

Year 2 Suffix Endings Checklist

Writing Standards in Year 2:

How can we help our children at home?
1. When they practise their spellings at home, encourage them to write
with joined, cursive handwriting.
2. Also, try to use the words in sentences and ask children to show you
how we ‘say it silly’.
3. They can write the sentence The quick, brown fox jumps over the lazy
dog. This sentence contains all 26 letters in the alphabet so it’s great.
We have included a sheet below which shows all the cursive joins for the children.
The main thing to focus on is that the tall letters (ascenders) are clear plus taller
than the rest and that the low letters (descenders) are clear and, again, a
different size to the other small letters. Capital letters do not join up to lower
case letters either:

Maths Standards in Year 2:

How can we help our
children at home?

The main thing is to
keep them regularly
counting forward and
backward in different
steps from ANY
number up to 100. It
will also REALLY
benefit them if they
know their 2, 5 and 10
times tables including
multiplication and
division facts. If they
know these, move onto
the 3 and 4 times
table.

In addition, please
keep the children being
aware of the time and
telling you o’clock, half
pasts and quarter to
and past the hour. If
they can do this, please
help them tell the time
to 5 minute intervals
and a bit of work with
money in real life never
goes amiss?!

