
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Name: _________________ 

 

Class: _____ 



Reading At Home 

This book is to record ANY reading that I do at home. This could be my 

school reading book, my own choice of books from home (or the 

library) recipe books, game instructions etc.  

I need to read a variety of books so I get more 

knowledge about people and the world around 

me but also imagined and fascinating worlds and 

creatures. Most importantly, I need to be a 

confident reader so I can love books and experience all the  

magic and joy they can bring to my life!  

 

Longwell Green’s Expectations for Reading at Home 

When your child reads at home, please write what the child has read and 

add any comments and/or words the children found tricky to the ‘words 

to learn’ box at the bottom. This allows the next person hearing them read 

to go over them again to help the children develop their sight reading 

skills; this will help your child become a more fluent reader. When your 

child reads, encourage them to use expression as the voice used to read 

aloud is the voice they have in their heads! The more fluent and 

expressive they are, the more they will enjoy reading (and you will get a 

more enjoyable experience also.) Finally, please initial so we know who 

is hearing them. 

 

EYFS and Year 1- You should listen to your child read every day for at 

least 10 minutes.  

Years 2 and 3- You should listen to your child read every day for at least 

15-20 minutes.  

Years 4, 5 and 6- Children should read every day for at least 20-30 

minutes. As the children become more competent decoding words, this 

may become more independent but it should still be overseen by an adult 

and comprehension questions asked to ensure the child understands what 

they have read. The adult still plays a crucial role in inspiring choices, 

enthusing children about books and engaging them in conversations about 

their books as you are the expert reader they look up to. 

 

For more details on how to support your child, please see our website. 



Week beginning: ________________________ 

 Text Read Comments Initials 
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Words to learn-Please record any words your child found tricky here: 

 

 

 



The Ultimate Goal! 

 

Our ultimate goal is that children have automatic reading of ALL words – both decodable and 

tricky words. Some words we call ‘tricky words’; these are words which the children just need 

to learn by sight when they are reading. Other words are ‘decodable’ this means the children 

can use their knowledge of the phonemes they learn in class to blend different sounds together 

to read words. This will only be possible by reading daily and spending time with your child so 

that they recognise and understand the words they read. 

 

Reading Comprehension 

 

Being a good reader isn’t just being able to read lots of words, it is also the ability to understand 

what has been read and discuss it confidently. In school, we follow something called the Inference 

Model. It is broken into five key stages and these are steps you should follow as you hear the 

children read to develop children’s skills as a reader and equip them with tools to progress and 

become more confident and independent readers. You need to talk explicitly about what makes 

someone a ‘good reader’. 

 

Predict and Wonder (Before and during reading) 

Good readers look carefully at the title and each sentence.  As they read, they predict what might 

happen, paint a picture in their mind and wonder out loud as they ask questions about what 

they're reading! I wonder if… Could it be….I can see… so I think… 

  

Make Links (Before and during reading) 

Good readers make links as they read. They use their background knowledge about other books 

and the world around them to understand new texts. They think about other books that they have 

read that are similar and they link parts of the text to things they know about the world and 

their own experiences. This helps them think about and UNDERSTAND what they are reading a 

LOT better!  

 

Spot Meanings, Breakdown and use Repair Strategies to repair (during reading) 

Good readers are excellent at spotting words or phrases they don't understand and they have 

strategies to help:  

1: Go back a few sentences and re-read to collect clues.  

2: Make pictures in your mind and re-read the hard bit.  

3: Look at the key words in the sentence-these have meaning. 

4: Read back and forward a bit. Keep going with that picture in your 

mind.  

5: Is it like another word you know? If it's big, can you make it smaller? 

Use sounds to help. 

6: What type of word is it? Capital letter at the start? It’s a noun.  

It has ly, ed or ing on the end? It’s probably a verb etc 

7: Have you heard the word used before somewhere else?  

What does it mean then?  



Detective Time (During and After Reading) 

Good readers read a text and they look closer to make sense of it and find clues just like a real 

detective does. They can ask and answer questions using EVIDENCE from the text. In class we 

encourage the children to answer the question (make their point) then back this up by explaining their 

thoughts (with evidence) from the text. We encourage them to use the word because in their answer. 

If you would like any more information or specific ideas to help support your child with their reading, 

please speak to your child’s class teacher and they will be more than happy to support you! Here are 

some example questions prompts to ask children when you are reading with your child but it is tricky 

to list as it depends on the age of your child and the type of book they are reading. Please select and 

use as appropriate: 

General: 

 What kind of a text is this? How do you know? What features did you spot? 

 Did you enjoy reading the story/play/poem or not?  Explain your answer by referring to the 

characters, events and how it made you feel. 

 What is the main theme of this book?  What are the sub-themes? 

 Would you recommend this for your friends or family members? Why/why not?  

Fiction: 

 Why do you think the character did... 

 How do you think they felt? What makes you think that? What did they say and do to give you 

that impression? Can you find the evidence in the text? 

 How did one of the characters change their attitude/ideas during the story? Have you ever done 

this? What would you do if you were in their situation?  

 What do you think are the important points the author is trying to get over to you as the reader? 

What can you learn from this book or story?  

 Has this story taught you something new or changed your opinion on something?  

 Find and copy some words or phrases that show us that this character is 

special/helpful/adventurous/unsure/worried etc. 

Non-Fiction: 

 How has the author organised the writing? 

 Can you find two pieces of information or facts that tell you about or when... 

 What is the purpose/why has the author included the list/diagram/caption/sub-

headings/photograph in this text? 

 Why do you think the author/reporter chose ... as the title/headline etc? 

 Why do you think the writer produced this article/leaflet/flyer/brochure etc? What audience are they 

trying to target? What makes you think this? 

 Can you find the section that tells you about... 

  

Get Visual (After Reading and sometimes during) 

When good readers have finished reading, they rethink about what they've read 

and make a picture in their mind. They can retell what has happened by 

summarising the main events! With fiction books, we use the 5 finger retell in 

class so the children recap on their hand who the characters were, the 

setting/s where the story took place, what happened at the beginning, the 

middle and the end of the story. 
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