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Opening to the entire school 8th March 2021. 

Dear parents and carers,  
 

It felt like this time may never come, but here we are!  I want to keep this brief, as I want to make sure that people read it all.  For 
more detail, please see the additional information and newsletters.   
 
Please note the Government have been clear, from the 8th of March attendance will revert back to being mandatory as it was pre-
lockdowns and this will be monitored by the Education Welfare officers.  As before lockdowns, if there is a valid reason for non-
attendance (illness for example) then please alert school in the usual way.   
 

We draw your attention to the very important documents.  They are:  
1/ Behaviour and Discipline Policy Covid19 addendum and Safeguarding addendum  
2/ March 2021 Timetable for Parents, and 
3/ Key things to know when returning to school.    
 

We have tried to keep things as close to September as we can.  You have all done something similar in September, so you know 
most of what to expect and we know that we can all do this!  However some things have changed, the rate of infection is different 
to that in September and certain Government guidance has also changed.   
Please read these items.  Some are new things, some you may have forgotten.  This is for all of our safety and the continued 
reversing of Lockdown.  Thank you.     
 

One of the biggest foci for us all as well as ensuring no-one else becomes ill with this virus must be that we do not want another 
lockdown.  School has strict procedures to minimise risk of infection and we follow the rules to the letter for everyone’s good.   
 

Outside school, it is vital that everyone follows the national rules.  Virtually every issue parents spoke to us between September and 
December was not about anything we were doing in school, but were about adults not respecting the rules.   
 

• Unless you are exempt, we ask you to wear a mask, especially when coming near to others and ideally when near to school.   
• Please do not congregate in groups that are not your direct support bubble. 
• Please arrive as near to your time as possible and leave the area as quickly as possible to avoid being in groups.   
• Make use of the green opposite school and surrounding wide spaces to avoid waiting on / blocking pavements.    
These seem bossy rules, but they are for everyone.  We have all found this lockdown difficult and we want to do all we can to avoid 
having another of any kind and it takes all of us to achieve this.   
 

Despite reopening, it is probable that we will have further bubble closures.  We had a confirmed Covid case from a family on the 
Friday of half term; the virus has not gone away and it is circulating within Longwell Green area.  School staff are completing LFT 
Testing to identify asymptomatic cases in addition to this.  If we have a confirmed case, the bubble will close and will be required to 
follow the most up to date isolation guidance.     
 

Please spend time talking to your child before their return about following the Covid rules and adult instructions in school.  If they 
walk to school, then please ensure they are clear on the rules for doing this.  Please spend time discussing with your child what 
school will look like and reminding them that they were successful in September, they will be successful now.   
 

This has been a tricky time for all.  As a school we know the sacrifices everyone has made; hopefully we have now got to a place 
where we are finally winning.  At Longwell, we are aware that more families this time have had significant illnesses or experienced 
Covid related (and other) loss this time.  You know we will help in any way we can.  If you would like our support, to tell us 
something that we should know in time for the March 8th return or just someone to talk to, please contact school.   
 
To end on an upbeat note, if we all continue to follow the rules, we will be able to ensure that this really is the end of the last 
national lockdown!   
 

Once again, if you have any questions, please contact us via dojo, email or telephone and we will do our best to answer them.   
 
Kind regards and stay safe, D Brown Headteacher. 
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