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Term 1 week 1, 3rd September 
I cannot express what an amazing start to school this week has been. 
Firstly, thank you families for all it is clear you have done to prepare your child for return.  You did a great job and 
it has really helped.  This has been the most smooth transition year I have known for a very long time.  I know 
that we increased our transition work this year and last making use of videos for example and this will have cer-
tainly also played a part.   
Your children, to a person came into school respectfully, showing kindness and awareness of others.  At just gone 
9.00, I always do a check on school to ensure everything is as we would want.  It certainly was!  Every class was 
engaged, beaming smiles and having clearly joyous fun.   
There have been a host of changes, and one of the ones that have increased those smiles further has been play 
and lunchtimes where we have moved from a fixed play space with only 30 children to being able to make 
use of all of the space and the resources we have.   
My deputy and I always spend time near items that have changed to try to understand their successes and areas 
we can improve on further.  As such, I have spent quite a bit of time in the hall and in the playground at 
lunchtimes (and playground at breaks) to see how things are going.  
It melted my heart to see the honest delight you could feel across school during these times; and this is much 
more what we want playtimes to be!  To illustrate this a child in lower key stage 2 came to me on the playground 
and said “Where am I meant to be?” I said, “You can be anywhere you want.”  His face was like that of a child on 
Christmas morning!  He didn’t know what to do with himself.   
It has been lovely to see the older and the younger children playing together again, the Y6 (and other older year 
groups) being amazing role models already and the youngest children who have never experienced this brim-
ming over with excitement and happiness.   
Playtimes are not the only thing to focus on of course and the attitude towards work and learning has been sec-
ond to none.  The workbooks are already filling with high quality science, English, history, maths and so 
much more; impressive in only 2 days.   
I was sent a child who had done an extra special piece of work (this often happens) and as part of most lessons, 
we give child in an age appropriate way clear direction of what they need to do to be successful and allow them to 
self mark and adjust based on this criteria before finishing the lesson. This child was already working at the level 
of their new year group, when they are only 2 days out of the year before.  This has been mirrored in so many 
books across all of the classes this week.   
Work has been great.  Friendships have been great.  Attitude and manner has been great.  All round, a great start 
to the year!   

Morning drop off and afternoon pick up 
So, despite me messing up on the first day (sorry Y5 and 6, who again were very polite about my mistake!) this 
has been a huge overall success.  
 
We are trialling something new as you know to prevent the initial rush whenever the gates are opened.  At pre-
sent, we do not have the new Reception children with us, but when we do, there will be an increase in volume of 
both children and parents, so we need to consider this also.   
 
We have had a few reports of the pavements being blocked again, one from an old gentleman who had to walk in 
the road to get passed.   
 
For this reason, if you are dropping your child into the hall entrance, can you please use the space inside school 
to line up?  Thank you.  You have the main school gates, the space by the bike sheds and the path along in 
front of my room (I will be on the other gate, so I won’t be staring at you!) and then the car park to exit from.  
Hopefully this will release the pressure on the small pavements.  You are welcome to chat after drop off, as now 
the Covid rules have changed, but if you do so, please   be mindful of the space to pass.  You are welcome to use 
the spaces I discussed to do this also.  Thank you.   

http://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk
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Introductory Meetings  
When we published the dates in July, we were unsure of what this term would bring.  We are trying to get back 
to normal as quickly and as safely as we can.   
On Wednesday, 15th September, we have planned Introductory Meetings to the classrooms for parents (these 
meetings give parents the opportunity to meet their child’s new teacher and gain information about new class 
routines).  The times as published are: 
5.30 pm Reception, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 5 
6.00 pm Year 2, Year 3 and Year 6. 
They are staggered to allow you to be able to meet with more than one teacher in the evening if you need to.   
We have taken the decision to run these as remote live events (not pre-recorded), rather than having parent 
groups of potentially up to 60 adults attending (if each child has both parents attend) in person.  We explored 
the most effective way to keep everyone safe and also make sure that everyone felt comfortable. As it is so ear-
ly on in the return to school and we are yet to know what the impacts on case numbers will be from this return, 
we thought it best to hold live, remote meetings on the 15th.   
Your class teacher will share with you the link via dojo nearer the time.  As would be the case if you were on 
site, the teacher will have prepared a small presentation, and then will open up to a question and answer ses-
sion.   
If there is anything in particular that you wish to know, you are more than welcome to ask the teacher in ad-
vance if you would prefer rather than on the evening and they can then build this into their initial presentation.   

Dog poo!  
Please please please pick up any dog mess near / on school grounds (and anywhere really).  On the first day 
back, I had to pick up a train of mess directly across and outside the gates.  I would like to hope it is not any of 
our school community, but just in case – please do pick it up!  Thanks!  

General  
I want also to say thank you everyone for working hard to ensure your child is in the correct uniform despite 
sometimes forces acting against you! The children all looked amazing on these last tow days and this contin-
ues to build our team / family feel.  Thank you. 
Once again, this has been such a fantastic week, we are really proud of your children already in the new clas-
ses, how they have pushed themselves to achieve and as such already the year feels very settled, very happy 
and I know it is going to be fantastic.   
Once child said to me today, “This year feels really happy”.  I like and echo that sentiment!   
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Covid isolation rules 
The guidance about social distancing and isolation changed again over the summer as you may know.   
The guidance on isolation if someone in the house has Covid are as follows 
“If you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, you should stay at home and self-
isolate. From 16 August, if you are fully vaccinated or aged under 18 years and 6 months you will not 
be required to self-isolate if you are a contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.” 
The guidance adds: 
“Household contacts who are not required to self-isolate from 16 August 
From 16 August, you will not be required to self-isolate if you live in the same household as someone 
with COVID-19 and any of the following apply: 
you are fully vaccinated 
you are below the age of 18 years 6 months 
you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 
you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt  

Asthma inhalers and any medical changes 
Please remember to send in any inhalers as soon as possible if you have not already.  Also, please re-
member to let us know if anything has change in term of medical needs, so that we are fully aware of 

how we can support you and your child.    

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
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Snacks/Tuck-  Pupils are permitted to bring a small snack and drink for break times.  If you are going to bring a 
snack, we ask that pupils bring either real fruit or a plain biscuit if you choose to bring such refreshments.  Linking 
with the national drive to improve the way pupils eat, chocolates, sweets and other such snacks are not allowed at 
break times.   
 
From Monday 6th September the kitchen will once again be providing tuck for KS2 children,  Children will be able 
to choose from the following and should bring money with them on the day: 
Toast  20p 
Apples, Carrots, Bananas    20p 

Universal Free School Meals and extra funding for your child and you.  Pupil premium brings many bene-
fits.  If you think you are eligible, please do apply   -  see link below for eligibility criteria.  If your child is new to the 
school or if your child has moved into Year 3 please check whether you are eligible to apply, as both you and the 
school will be entitled to additional funding. 
 
Please remember that if your child is moving into Year 3, they will no longer be eligible to a free hot lunch.  You 
will either need to apply for Pupil Premium (please see the website for more details https://
www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/pupil-premium/ and to apply https://find-information-for-adults-
children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A ) or pay for school 
dinners.   To pay for your child’s dinners, please go to your Schoolmoney account at https://eduspot.co.uk/
product/schoolmoney/.  All meals must be paid for in advance. 
 
A welcome email will be sent out to Year 3 parents on Monday reminding you of your login details.  If you have any 
problems accessing your Schoolmoney account please speak to the office staff, who will be happy to help.  Please 
see the flyer at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Copies of the dinner menus were emailed home this week, if you require another copy, please ask the office or look 
on https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/food-and-drink/.   
 

Lost Property Reminder - please remember to name all items that your child brings into school, such as uniform, 
water bottles, lunch boxes.  This makes it so much easier to reunite lost items with their owner 

Pupil Information and Medical Forms 
All pupils, except those new to school, in years 1 to 6 will be bringing home a Pupil Information and Medical form 
next week.  In order to ensure we have the most accurate information please could you complete these forms and 
return them to the school office by Monday 13th September.  We do appreciate that this is a time consuming pro-
cess, but it is essential that we hold up-to-date details on your child and we appreciate your co-operation. 

https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/pupil-premium/
https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/pupil-premium/
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=96T2gCAk10A
https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/food-and-drink/
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Calendar Dates  
A copy of the School Calendar dates the year was emailed home this week and 
is also available on the school website.  Please find below a summary of dates 
for Term 1.  Please notes these may be subject to change and you will be noti-
fied if this happens. 

School Vacancies 
 

Catering Team 
Term time vacancies are available with Aspens Caterers.  Please contact chris.pugh@aspens-services.com for more de-
tails. 
 
Part-time cleaner 
We have a vacancy for part-time cleaning hours at the school.  Please contact  
Nicola.richardson2@longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk if you are interested or leave your name and contact details with 
the office. 
 
Lunchtime cover  - casual cover  
If you are interested in working as a lunchbreak supervisor on an adhoc basis as required, please contact  
Nicola.richardson2@longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk or leave your name and contact details with the office. 
 

FOLGS Summer Fayre  
Friday 17th September 

 
FOLGS would like to welcome every-
body back to school after a lovely 
break and we are very excited to an-
nounce that the Summer Fayre will be 
Friday 17th September! Get your tick-
ets now! 
We have a lot of exciting events com-
ing up over the next few months so if 
you would like to get involved and 
join in the fun please contact us at 
folgspta@gmail.com. 
 
Please note that there will be no After 
School Club on this day due to the 
Fayre 

School Photographs  
 

The school photographer will be in 
school on Monday 4th October to take 
individual/sibling photographs.  
There will also be the opportunity for 
parents to bring in pre-school siblings 
at the beginning of the day, please 
look out for further details in the 
newsletter nearer the time. 

mailto:folgspta@gmail.com
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