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Please read this newsletter  

(and all of them!) 
It has been designed for you to  

skim read the titles and  

read in depth the bits you need.   
We still have people ringing, emailing, coming to the hatch to ask things and when we say it was in the news-
letter, some will say “Oh, I don’t read that!”   
This is a major source of useful school information – sent straight to you each week.   

The end of this newsletter talks about Covid and what school may do and what you may be 
asked to do.   

There is a new holiday day to add to your diary – please see inside.   

Term 1 week 2, 10th September 
Can you believe that another week has shot passed?   
We’ve had sun and occasional rain (as the song says) and we’ve had another week of just fantastic school 
times.   
The learning is pouring out of every place you look, school is alive with happiness and focus.   
Children are taking their time to seek out Mrs Darling and I to tell us how much they are enjoying being in their 
new classrooms, their new teachers and their new learning.   
All of the children who were a little unsure at the start of the year (which to be honest was probably many chil-
dren) are all having a great time and really excelling already.   
From conversations on the gate for example, I know as families you yourselves are looking forward to seeing / 
talking with your child’s new teacher and this will help complete this circle of starting a new year.   
Well done every child in Longwell Green school for really working hard and making it a great week.   

Morning drop off and afternoon pick up – part 2 
So, things are becoming much more smooth in the mornings.   
 
Please do avoid waiting on pavement, please wait inside school grounds – this is for the safety of every-
one by the road.   
 
We have yet to have the new Reception classes join us (they are on their induction 2 weeks right now) so we 
need to see what the drop off and pick up looks like with the additional 60 children and 60 adults, but right 
now things are much more calm and smooth than in the pre-Covid days.  Thank you all for helping to make 
the start and end of the day a more calm and stress free experience for all of the children.   

http://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk
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End of day pick up 
We have had reports of crowding and have been asked if we can open the gates earlier at the end of the day 
to help with this.  
 
We are unable to open the gates any earlier for a number of reasons, not least because often the outdoor 
space is being used by classes in their learning and it a safeguarding issue to have external adults there at 
this time.   
 
We have also carefully staggered the times by 5 minutes so that the older children leave at 3.10 – parents of 
Reception, Year 1, Year 2 are picking up at 3.15.  It would help to arrive a little after 3.10 if you are picking up 
Year Reception, Year 1, or Year 2 to reduce the number of adults waiting.  
 
We ask that parents avoid crowding, and wait in a way that reduces crowding; we have lots of space within 
the front school grounds to achieve this.   
 
Thank you.   

Families coming into school  
We are aware that it has been a while since any number of parents / carers have been into school, and we 
are acutely aware that for our parents of children having finished Reception and are now in Year 1, you may 
have only been in school for the initial Reception items only.  We really do want to remedy this and as the 
year progresses, and as a school system we become more secure in the impacts of each new opening up, 
we will increase your opportunities to be in school.   
I do apologise if it feels like you have not been part of school and this is the last thing we want.  Already this 
week we have had one confirmed Covid case of a child in school who came into close contact in their own 
time of a case (see below) and an older sibling with a confirmed case.  We need to be sure of the impacts of 
each new action before we relax things further, but at the same time, we really do want to get back to 
school as normal! I hope you understand.    
Only this Wednesday, the Government published guidance on formal school level meetings  

General 
Thank you for taking time to read this, sometimes it will be long and that is because there is a lot of infor-
mation.  It is really important that you know the things you need to know and always refer to newsletters 
first if you are not sure of something – it is likely to be there! 
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at the Summer Fayre next Friday from end of school until 7.00.  There 
will be stalls, food and drink (and ice creams) and lots of fun activities.  The Friends of Longwell Green 
(FOLG) have spent a long time planning lots of fab things and it will be great.  We ask that you buy a 50p 
ticket, and these will be checked on the stalls.  If you have not bought one, you will have the chance to buy 
one on the stalls on the day as well (numbers are helpful to the FOLG to know how much food to buy and 
make however!) 
 
Remember the meet the teacher evenings this coming Wednesday as well – see your class dojo for more 
information.  
 
Thank you all for a lovely first full week, the children have had so much fun and continue to blow us away 
with their enthusiasm for learning and for Longwell Green.  Thank you all parents for your continued sup-
port!   
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We’ve earned another award! 
  

 
After earning the Green Modeshift award, we have been working hard to earn the next level – the 

Bronze Modeshift Award, which we were accredited this week.   
Modeshift STARS recognises schools and other educational establishments that show excellence in 
supporting forms of sustainable and active travel.   Launched in 2008, the STARS Education scheme 
is supported by the Department for Transport and has seen over 1,400 schools in England achieve 

accreditation since its inception. 
To achieve this award, we have had to show we have delivered a number of Sustainable Travel Ini-
tiatives along with additional Supporting Initiatives, and we are proud to say that all of your, your 
children’s and our work has paid off with this second accreditation.  A special thanks to Mrs Sea-

man (nee Miss Webb) who took the lead in running this project.   

ADDITIONAL SCHOOL HOLIDAY DAY SCHOOL 
YEAR 2021-22 

 
 Hilary Smith, the Head of Education, Learning and Skills wrote to Heads formally inform us that the 
government has now regulated for a reduction in the 2021-22 school year of one teaching day from 
190 days to 189. This is to compensate for the fact that the additional Platinum Jubilee Bank Holi-

day will fall in the already agreed midterm break. 
 

The additional holiday is to mark the Queen's 70th year on the throne. It will be the first time a 
British monarch has reached a Platinum Jubilee. 

 
All Local Authority schools in South Gloucestershire will end term one day earlier, on Thursday 21st  
July 2022 rather than Friday 22nd July.  Academies are free to chose when they apply the additional 

holiday day.   
 

For Longwell Green, this will mean that we need to move our INSET day forward by one day.  The 
last day for pupils for this academic year will now be Wednesday 20th July (staff will be in on 

Thursday, but we will not be open to pupils).   
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Confirmed Covid case this week in Longwell Green 
As per above, we have had one confirmed case this week.  It was picked up by a PCR test after the family were alerted 
that they had been in close contact with a positive case.  Thank you to the family for acting swiftly and following all of the 
guidance to minimise the impact on their child’s class and the school.   
For you information, here is what happens if there is one confirmed case in a class.    
 
What has happened to the child and their family?   
In line with the current Government and Public Health guidance, the following happened: 
 
The child has isolated and will do so for 10 days.  They can return after the 10 days as long as they are well.   
The child’s household have been asked to isolate for 10 days (unless they are fully vaccinated or aged under 18 years and 
6 months). *This is important to note that as part of the updated Government Guidance, siblings that are primary aged 
are no longer asked to isolate unless they show symptoms.  It is advised that all members of a household with a case take 
a PCR test as quickly as possible.   
 
The confirmation came via a PCR test, this means that NHS Test and Trace have spoken to the family to identify close 
contacts and provide testing and isolation advice as required. 
 
What have we done as a school? 
The guidance states that bubble / classes no longer close, unless we are told to do so by Public Health.   
We are continuing with our enhanced cleaning regime (across all of school), continuing to keep shared spaces such as 
classrooms well ventilated and ensure that children continue to frequently clean and wash their hands, and continue to 
follow the clean / hygiene guidance in school.   
 
As you know, we closely monitor each child as we have been doing, to look for signs of Covid and will alert you if we see 
any. 
For more details, please see our revised risk assessment.  https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/09/Covid-RA-for-September-2021-Issue-4.3.pdf  
 
What can families do?  
Parents of all children in school, we urge you to continue to monitor your child and yourselves for symptoms of Covid and 
if you suspect you or your child has symptoms, to get a PCR test as soon as possible, following the advice NHS Test and 
Trace will give you when you do so.  If you take a LFT which is positive, please isolate as per the above guidance and seek 
a PCR test as soon as possible.  It is helpful for us if you keep us informed, so we can take appropriate measures in school 
also.  Thank you.  

 

 

COVID-19 symptom definition: 
• high temperature, 
• A new, continuous cough, 
• A loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste. 
  

Infectious Period: 
Two days before the onset of symptoms to 10 days after 
onset. 
If case has no symptoms but a positive test, treat the two 
days prior to test as the infectious period. 

https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Covid-RA-for-September-2021-Issue-4.3.pdf
https://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Covid-RA-for-September-2021-Issue-4.3.pdf
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A message from The United Church Longwell Green. 
  

Please know that, after a gap of 18 months because of Covid19, The United Church Longwell Green are re-
starting monthly services for children. These services, known as “Early Bird” take place at 9 o’clock on the 

third Sunday morning of the month. They consist of songs, stories and activities suitable for children aged 0 

to 11 and their families. The first one will be on Sunday 19 September.  You are all warmly welcomed.   

 

Generate your own clean energy. 
  

You may have read that South Glos Council are making it easier for more people to save on your energy bills by 
having your own solar panels and battery storage to power their home with clean energy.  

  
They are partnering with the West of England Combined Authority on Solar Together West of England; a group-
buying scheme that offers homeowners and businesses the chance to generate your own clean electricity at a 
highly competitive price. Find out more and register before 28 September for free and without obligation here 

https://solartogether.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/home# 

  

https://solartogether.co.uk/south-gloucestershire/home
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The rest of this newsletter is 
about Covid and what to do if…  

Some lovely idea to mark the start of a new year 
  

I know it is the end of the first full week, but I came across this article last weekend and wanted to share it.  I 
was reminded in the week when I saw sandwiches cut into a heart shape while I was helping in the hall during 

one lunch and though I have to share this with you!   
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/5-lovely-ways-to-mark-the-first-day-of-

school_uk_612e0aa3e4b0231e36a029fd  
5 lovely ways to mark the first day of school with your child 

 

Tyrone Mings Football Academy 
(Years 3 and 4 only) Term 1 
Thursdays 3.10-4.10 

After School Club 
The club runs Monday to Friday after school.  
The last collection time is 6pm.  Please ar-
rive promptly to pick up your child as the 
building is locked shortly after. 

 
Places are limited due to staff ratios and 
must be booked in advance using the online 
payments and booking system: 
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/ 
Please check with the office on the day if 
you do need last minute cover, but this can-
not be guaranteed and should not be relied 
upon. 
 
Reminder that  there is NO After School Club 
on Thursday 17th September due to the 
School Fayre. 

https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/5-lovely-ways-to-mark-the-first-day-of-school_uk_612e0aa3e4b0231e36a029fd
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/5-lovely-ways-to-mark-the-first-day-of-school_uk_612e0aa3e4b0231e36a029fd
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What will happen if my child tests positive for Covid-19, develops symp-
toms or is unwell? 

 
Anyone with symptoms of Covid-19 or a positive rapid lateral flow test (LFD) has to isolate. If they 
haven’t already, they will also need to take a PCR test to confirm they have Covid-19. The rules for 
positive cases have not changed and you will be asked to come and collect your child if they show 
signs of Covid-19 symptoms whilst in school and arrange a PCR test for them.  
If the test is positive, they will have to isolate for 10 days.  
 
It is important to keep your child at home if they start to develop Covid-19 symptoms:  

a new, continuous cough,  
high temperature  
loss or change to sense of taste or smell.  
 

It is important that you let us know if your child has Covid-19 symptoms and also tests positive for 
Covid-19. This is to enable us to track and report cases to the Local Authority and monitor our situa-
tion, looking for signs of a possible outbreak.  
 

As usual, as we enter the winter months, there will be other infectious diseases circulating. Even if 
your child has a negative Covid-19 test result, please ensure they are fever free for at least 24 hours 
and have recovered from acute symptoms before they return to school.  

Other illnesses – a handy app 
If you are concerned about other childhood illnesses, you may find this HANDi app useful: (https://
bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/)  
The HANDi app aims to provide advice and support to parents and carers when your child is unwell. It 
offers simple and straightforward advice for conditions in children and babies such as diarrhoea and 
vomiting, high temperature, ‘chesty’ symptoms, abdominal pain and common new-born problems.  
The app takes you through a series of questions about the symptoms your child is experiencing and 
then advises on the best course of action, whether that’s to treat at home (with a plan provided for 
each condition), to make a GP appointment, or to take them to A&E.  
Download the HANDi App for Android phones at Google Play, and for iPhone or iPad using the app 
store or iTunes. Use the search term 'HANDi App'.  

 
 

https://bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/
https://bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/
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What will happen if there is a positive case of Covid-19 in Longwell Green? 

Anyone who has symptoms will be asked to stay at home. If they also test positive for Covid-19 they 
will have to isolate for 10 days. This rule has not changed. Anyone who has Covid-19 symptoms will 
need to be collected from school and isolate until they have taken a PCR test and know the result.  
 

Will my child be asked to isolate if they have been near a positive case?  
No but they will be encouraged to book a PCR test and they will not need to isolate while they wait 
for the result of this PCR test. This is the main change for schools and in most circumstances they no 
longer have to contact trace or ask close contacts to isolate when there is a positive case in their 
setting. This will mean fewer class and setting closures if there is a single positive case in Longwell 
Green which will help minimise disruption to face-to-face education.  
 
Children under 4 years of age who are a contact will not be asked to take a PCR test unless the posi-
tive case is a member of their household.  
 

What if there are several cases of Covid-19 at school?  
Each school is expected to have an outbreak management plan for when cases rise in the school or in 
the local area – and of course we do! Our plan is based on the latest government guidance. We will 
work with health protection and public health teams as well as the local authority and use the plan to 
guide decisions or actions we need to take to reduce the spread.  
 
If it is decided it is best to do so, certain measures may be reintroduced by local Directors of Public 
Health such as staggered start and end times of the school day, contact tracing, the wearing of face 
coverings and partial school closures where children will access their learning online.  
 
Please be assured these measures will only be introduced if the risk to individuals' health outweighs 
the risk to disrupting our children and young people’s education. 


