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Term 1 week 3  -  17th September 
Hopefully you are all reading this after having a great time at the postponed Summer Fayre.  A huge thank 
you to the FOLG and staff for making this such an enjoyable event; another step back to normality indeed.  
It was lovely to start to get the community back together again and spend some happy times as a school 
community.  Thanks to everyone who had a hand in the Fayre and a special thank you to the FOLG.   
There are some important items in this newsletter, including: 
INSET reminder (one is soon), 
Wellies for all please, 
Ongoing supply issues with food and how we are offsetting this, 
Parents’ Evenings, 
How we intend to bring parents back into school for events etc.   
Of course it’s all worth reading, but please do see these parts as they impact you directly.   

Temporary “Speed Visor” outside Longwell Green 
We just found out today that the Road Safety Team at South Gloucestershire Council are placing a tempo-
rary “Speed Visor” outside school from the 22/09/2021 to 13/10/2021, on the Bath Road, A431.  The aim of 
the program is to encourage road users to travel at the correct speeds outside school. 
We will be holding a poster competition in school (one winner per year group) and doing a couple of other 
small items to share the aims of this programme with the children.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is a “Speed Visor” or Speed Indication Device – SID  
• A temporary electronic speed sign which interacts with approaching vehicles, displaying their speed 
What are the benefits? 
• It gives drivers sufficient time to acknowledge their speed and correct, as necessary 
• Reduced speeds outside your child’s school, creating a safer environment for your child 
• Drivers travelling at an appropriate speed within the speed zone get 
rewarded with a ‘smiley face’   
• Monitors vehicle speeds around your school by capturing data 24/7 
What data does it capture? 
• The speeds of all vehicles which pass. 
• Time and date of recorded speeds 
Why might it appear not to be working? 
• It will only interact visually with drivers travelling over 12mph. 

http://www.longwellgreenprimaryschool.co.uk
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Welcome to our newest members of the Longwell Green Family 
Each year we like to have our new Reception children paint a picture of themselves that we dis-
play in a prominent place in school for all to see.  What a happy bunch they are!  Welcome to all 
of our new Reception (EYFS) children, as well as other families in different year groups that have 

joined us over the summer.  Welcome to Longwell Green!     
  

 

 

That’s all folks! 
Sorry this is a short one, it has been a very busy week and I usually write this when I have spaces across the 
week, which have been few and far between this week. 
 
We hope you all enjoy / have enjoyed the Summer Fayre and a huge thank you to all of the Friends of 
Longwell Green for creating this in such a challenging time and thank you to everyone who helped set up, 
prepare and run the event.  These kind of events are not just about raising very much needed funds to help 
increase lovely things in school for your children, but also about coming together as a community, which 
we have missed so much over the last 18 months.   
Have a lovely weekend, please remember the INSET on Monday 27th September (see below) and we will 
see you all, including all of our new Reception who will be starting full time on this coming Monday and we 
cannot wait to welcome them all into the family of Longwell Green.   

 

New Reception on Monday – please help! 
Please be aware that the new Reception will be starting full time on Monday (see below).  This means that 
there will be an additional 60 children and 60+ adults at drop off time and pick up time.  This is part of the 
reason we have been staggering the times.  
Those of  you who have been in school for a while (and parents if you could remind your children as well) 
can we all make room for the smallest and youngest children so that they feel safe and happy on a hugely 
important few weeks for them?  Thank you.   
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Wellies in school for all! 
 As part of our work on Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL), which we started just before the very 
first lockdown all those months ago – we are developing ways to make the most of our amazing 
grounds.   
You may know we have welly stores on the playground, with each class having their own welly stor-
age space.   
We request that all children have a pair of wellies (that fit them!) named in school to allow us to do 
a lot of fun things.   
Firstly, every child in every class will have dedicated time in the forest at least two terms a year, 
with specific lessons at an age appropriate level.  You definitely need wellies 
for this.  
We also want to start to make more use of the grassed areas as it turns to au-
tumn, so to do this wellies are needed.  
Lastly, this week when it rained on Tuesday, we had quite a few children com-
ing to our staff at break and at lunch to ask if they could borrow wellies to play 
in the puddles!   
For all of these reasons, please send a pair of named wellies to school to allow 
even more use of our amazing grounds.   

 

FREE cycle training and a Free Take Away Pack to support family adventures 
(with something quite worth having inside).   

 
To book you Free Place - please contact: 

Steve Skidmore Tel 0117 9615021 
Email: steve.skidmore@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk  

Victoria Hicks Tel 0117 9615021 
Email: Victoria.hicks@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk  

mailto:steve.skidmore@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:Victoria.hicks@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk
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INSET reminder Monday 27th September 
 Please remember that school will be closed to pupils on Monday 27th September.   

Please remember that INSET days are taken out of what was once school holidays – no teaching time has 
been lost through the assignment of INSETs. 

All schools have 5 INSET days to assign as they chose across the year.   
We listened to families who said the following: 

They preferred INSETs attached to a holiday because it is easier to take block times off work, while other par-
ents said they would rather have INSETs at other times of the year because it is hard for them to take block 

time off work!   
For this reason, we have balanced both, some next to holidays, others against a weekend.  

 
We sent the dates for this year out in March and again towards the end of last year, so hopefully these dates 

are not a surprise!  Just in case, here it all is again: 

 

  Term   Starts for pupils   Ends for pupils INSET days 

  Term 1 
8 weeks 

  Thursday 2nd September 
2021 

  Thursday 21st October 2021 INSET 1  Monday 27th September 
(week 5 of 8) and 
INSET 2 Friday 22nd October (week 
8 of 8) 

  Term 2 
7 weeks 

  Monday 1st November 2021   Friday 17th December 2021 INSET 3 Friday 19th November 
(week 3 of 7) 

  Term 3 
7 weeks 

  Wednesday 5th January 
2022 

  Friday 18th  February 2022 INSET 4 Tuesday  4th January (week 
1 of 7) 

  Term 4 
6 weeks 
  

  Monday 28th February 2022   Friday 8th April 2022   

  Term 5 
5 weeks 

  Monday 25th April 2022   Friday 27th May 2022   

  Term 6 
7 weeks 

  Monday 6th June 2022   Thursday 21st July 2022 INSET 5 Friday 22nd July 
(week 7 of 7) 

Parents’ Evenings and adults in school 
 We wanted to share with you our plans to have parents back on site.  

We have taken a cautious approach this term for the following reason: 
At time of you reading this, we have been in school for 12 days.  As a school, we wanted to allow the act of 

pupils being in school with significantly reduced measures to play out before we start to introduce other fac-
tors.  This may be cautious, but we fully intend to have a whole host of onsite events and as the year progress-
es, hopefully things will be fully back to normal. What we are doing with the plan is slowly introducing greater 

numbers of adults with reducing control over movement and numbers as time goes on – history has shown 
that we don’t find out the impact of an action until a couple of weeks after the event, so this is why the plan is 

staggered.   
Below is the plan we have, with the logic behind its order, assuming that nothing else changes.   

We went with remote Parents’ Evenings ,nothing to do with Covid at all, but because we had a significant vol-
ume of feedback saying it was much easier for childcare, for being on time / not waiting around because an-

other meeting before you ran on, for working parents it is easier to take a 10 minute break and be part of the 
parents’ evening than to take an hour off to be here, and more.  Hopefully this will continue to be the more 

straightforward model and as you can see below, we are also trying to find opportunities for you to be in 
school, in your child’s classroom and face to face with your teacher as well.  See below for more details.    
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Supply issues (food) 
As you will all know through the media, nationally there are supply issues with a lot of items.  Schools are 
being hit also.  Most of the time this will not have an immediate impact on your child, for example when 

some of our classroom consumables arrive late, we find ways of planning lessons that do not use the miss-
ing items.   

 
The kitchen uses a very high proportion of fresh food, very little being frozen and nothing really tinned 

(baked beans and tuna for potatoes or wraps, but basically nothing).   
With such a reliance on fresh food, which is what you would want, this means we are at much greater risk 
of impact by supply issues.  Every day this week except one, my kitchen staff have had to scour the local 
shops / supermarkets to find fresh items that have not been delivered (in their own time, so thank you). 
There have been 2 times so far this term (12 days) that we have had to slightly modify our menu, one for 
example when we had to change the tutti-frutti upside down cake to peach only, but do note on that day 

we also had yoghurt, jelly, plain cake, apple cake and a choice of fruit as well.  Hopefully we will not have to 
change menus very much from the original plan, and we are working hard to keep the menu the same as 

advertised, despite the ongoing issues out of our hands.   
We will strive to inform you before making alterations, and well done to my kitchen staff for having to make 

so few despite us having quite a patchy food supply at the moment!   
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Flu Vaccinations  -  Change of Date 
 
We have been informed by the School Immunisation Team that the flu vaccinations scheduled 
for 11th October will be rescheduled for a later date.  We will update you in the newsletter 
when a new date has been confirmed. 

Revised times for After School Club 
 

Last pick up from After School Club is 5.45pm.  Please ensure that you collect your child 
promptly.  
 
Places are limited and must be booked and paid for in advance via Schoolmoney.  Unfortu-
nately you may be contacted on the day to collect your child if no spaces are available and you 
have not pre-booked. 
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